Parent leadership institute 2014 
This year we did a parent engagement activity with our parents and staff at the Parent Leadership Conference. Here are the activities that the groups came up with. 
1. Science night
The staff would have a night where the Oooy Gooy lady would come and present to the parents and children. The food would be provided by grocery stores/restaurants that wanted to donate food. The staff would send home flyers and activities that parents/guardians can do at home with their kids. Ex: How paper can hold water. To get parents and families to come the staff will be having door prizes. 
2. Carnival night
The staff will be getting the food donated. If they cannot they will be having a cultural food option (where people from the community can bring a dish specific to their culture). Upon entry of the carnival each family will be given a raffle ticket and at the end of the night there will be raffle and prizes will be given out. They will have a jump house, music show, and talent show. There will be many different stations set up like a book exchange and mini games with prizes. There will be an exhibition of the children’s work set up in the hallway so the parents and families can look at them. 
3. Exploring the community 
This activity will be held around the community. The staff will be giving families plenty of notice so that they can plan accordingly to attend the event. There will be transportation provided and to get around the community families and staff will use public transportation or school district buses. The maximum distance you would travel from the center would be 20 miles. 
4. End of Year Passport of Fun (Health and Literacy focus) 

Each person would get a fake passport. Throughout the carnival they would get stamps once they completed a booth. Each booth would have a health or literacy element to it. There would be books and prizes and some literacy games. Fun family activities like family photo booth, obstacle course, word duck pond and make and take sand bottles. After each person filled up their passport they can turn it in for a meal and each person will leave with a balloon and postcard and a kitchen utensil. 

5. Comedy Spaghetti Night (Nutrition, manners and etiquette focus)
The staff would dress up as clowns and go around mimicking bad table manners, then they would mimic good table manners. Showing how to eat properly in a humorous manner. Books related to nutrition and manners will be given to each child (books would either be donated or parents will be asked to bring in some). The food will be supplied through supermarket donations. There will be balloon decorations and door prizes. 
6. Camping Field Trip

Transportation will be provided for families that want to participate from the center to camp site. This is an overnight trip. Each family will be responsible for bringing some type of food to share during the trip. There will be singing, storytelling, reading, survivor skills, planting and a scavenger hunt. The focus will be on nature, wildlife and plants. 

7. Family Clam Dig Day
This will be planned months in advance so families will have time to attend. Parents are encouraged to participate and bring the whole family. This event will be advertised by word of mouth and in the newsletter from the center. The focus will be on tide, harvesting and only taking what you need. The children and families will learn about traditions of clam digs and be able to ask questions to marine biologists and police men. 
8. School Carnival

[bookmark: _GoBack]A committee will plan this event made up of staff and parents. There will be a bouncy house, games that include shapes and numbers. There will be a book donation and a volunteer guest speaker and music. Food and games will also be provided. 
