Connecting Our World Through
Languages

Victoria Prieto
Senior Bilingual Training Specialist
vprieto@zerotothree.org

Donna Britt

Training Coordinator/Senior Training Specialist
Early Head Start National Resource Center
dbritt@zerotothree.org




Objectives

1. Review the milestones of language and literacy
development.

2. Discuss practices and strategies that help [all]
children acquire language within the context of
family and community.

3. Discuss the myths related to dual language
acquisition.

4. Explore the influence of culture on language
learning, use, and practices



Outcomes

1. ldentify the major milestones of language
development for children birth to three years of

age.
2. Use practices and strategies that support
language development within the context of
family.
3. Refute the myths related to dual language
acquisition.
4. Support childrenos | ang

developmentally and culturally appropriate
ways.
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Ke care of yourself
Participate at your own

evel of comfort

A Suspend certainty

A Go out on a limb

A Maintain confidentiality

A Demonstrate respect




Greetings

A Follow the rules on
the sheets you
received

A Role play

A Pay attention to your
reactions

A Get up, move around

A Greet as many people
as possible




Federal Requirements that Guide our .
Work with Programs

HEAD START ACT T )
DED DECEMBER 12, 2007) I_,[

Head Start Program
Performance Standards

T




Head Start Performance Standards

§1304.21 (a)(3)( 1)(E) Supporting and respecting the home
language use among children and between children and
adults.

1304.21(b)(2) Support the social and emotional development
of infants and toddlers by promoting an environment that:

(i) Supports the emerging communication skills in daily
opportunities for infants and toddlers to interact with others
and to express himself or herself freely.

Part 1307 of the Head Start Program Performance Standards
RequiredHS programs to establish program goals for
Improving the school readiness of children in all domains
including language and literacy development..
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Languages in Head Start

A Over 140 languages

A 30% of EHS & HS are
DLLs

A Region X 32% DLLs
(2012-2013)

A At least 86% of alll
Head Start & EHS
programs serve DLLS




A 28% EHS Staff are
proficient in a
language other than
English.

I 80% of those staff
speak Spanish

A 30% Children in EHS
speak a language
other than English at
home.

EHS Families' Home Languages




Prenatal Hearing and Sight
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Neurons

Nucleus ~.

Soma “
(cell body) [

Myelin Sheaths '
» Axon
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Brain Plasticity

The brain's ability to change
as a result of experience.




Brain Architecture Builds Over Time

Human Brain Development

Synapse Formation Dependent on Early Experiences

Sensory Pathways Language Higher Cognitive Function
(Vision, Hearing)
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Conception Birth (Months) (Years)

Age

Source: Nelson, C. A., in Neurons to Neighborhoods (2000). Shonkoff, J. & Phillips, D. (Eds.)
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Language and Early Literacy
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Listening | Speaking
)




Before Speeche

A Discriminatesamong A Discriminates

speech sounds between sequences of
A Discriminate among speech sounds
intonational patterns A Comparesa sequence
A Remembersa of speech sounds to a
sequence of speech model stored In
sounds and the order memaory

they were presented




Developmental Milestones -

Each table functions as a team

[ As a team, decide at what age range each milestone
OCCurs.

[ Tape the milestones to the chart paper labeled with
that age range.

[ Pay particular attention to similarities and differences
In the age range of the milestones. Think about why.
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EARLY LITERACY/READING-RELATED BEHAVIORS:

a Babbl es an
a4 Reaches fo
toward, and looks at
objects or people of
interest

a4 Under st and :
and intonations

and waves books
vocalizes

a& Brings book

{o suckcamdeclsew

a4 Explores ho

work by making the pages

open and close
gestures

a4 Helps adul't

pages, pressing page to

left after separated

familiar objects in
pictures (7-9 mos.)
s to mouth

w books

reader turn

AGE LANGUAGE BOOK HANDLING COMPREHENSION EMERGENT
UNDERSTANDING READING
AND USE
Birth -- 3 a Refl exive @sbMakesseye clantLaootk swiithit ejnsel y at
months physical needs pictures but no attempt to pictures with wide eyes
handle book. and thoughtfulness

a4 Performs aqtions

without a goal in mind
3 -- 8 months a4 Use facial Jax@eraspsonshala Under st an djsCoasorrgarges Wwherr

read to (3 8 6 mos.)

Adapted from So Much More Than the ABCs by Schickedanz and Collins, 2013.

National Resource Center



EARLY LITERACY/READING-RELATED BEHAVIORS:

AGE LANGUAGE BOOK HANDLING COMPREHENSION EMERGENT READING
UNDERSTANDING
AND USE
8--12 a4 Communi cpd eBel i ber atjél Moreawvs sugal Gi ves book to ad
months intentionally pages attention over
& Becomes Dciabke at Jhoblkhsghsr andd Maiyl el ate an ob]j ect
extended time when pictures book to the real world (e.g. gets ducks
& Imitatespjadul't recognized after adult has refjad 0°
sounds a Difficultly handling Ducks. 0)
book pages, 4 Understands words
a& May st ar | acdidentallydearing for familiar objects in a4 Points to picturles ai
few simple words pictures unintelligibly or rises intonation to say l
a Still exHibits some Jdat? o (0What 6s thajg ?206)
mouthing behaviors
12 -- 18 a Us eXwdrds 4 Gathers dlumpi ot s c orar & ont It ya tfiegsr bedaliorlby
months pages in hand and familiar object in pointing to words or pictures when
a Use pr ot pletotheth fly past picture when asked sharing the books
where something is
& Repeat s @rTurns bodk right a Brings book to ajn adi
understanding or side up or tilts head a4 Names pidtured
uses other means to | to view pictures right objects & Makes ani mal soujnds
express needs and side up
wants 4 Makes appgropriate
sounds for pictures p|
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EAR

LY LITERACY/READIN GRSV RS DRI EAULO] 8

AGE LANGUAGE BOOK COMPREHENSION EMERGENT READING
UNDERSTANDING AND USE HANDLING
18 -- 24 a Us e swvord semtences Rotates 9 Relates events in 9  Searches more thoroughly
months a4 Vocabul ary e book to texts to own through books on shelf or basket
200 words view experiences (e.g. for his favorite books and then
4 Uses negati ve pictures saying 0 |l nbrigghtpadulttoread
4 Asks questiof right side ni gho whejn
a Tries to con up reading
a4 Understands ¢ 0Goodni ghjt
directions and answers simple Moonoad)
questions
24 -- 36 9 Uses 3to5word a linedR&omi e sPretends to oOrealdo
months sentences Recognizes books or reenacts stuffed animals holding book so
9 Becomes more pictures events from a book they can see
grammatically correct that are
9  Askso WH?yo intended to 9  Complains if adult skips a word in
9 Tells stories be upside a familiar or predictable text and
9 Understands the pause in down usually offers the correction

conversation is a signal to
respond; increasing ability to
converse

9  Understands two-step

directions
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